
CORRESPONDENCE
IN LIEU OF 

DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2005

I. MAYOR 

*1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Pedestrian Bridge Named In Honor Of Bereuter -
(See Release) 

*2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Presents October Award Of Excellence -
(See Release) 

*3. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng will have a news conference
at 2:30 p.m., November 16th - The Mayor will accept a grant from EPA
officials to be used in assessing the need for environmental cleanup at the
48th & “O” Street redevelopment area -(See Advisory)     

*4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: City’s Snow Removal Fund at $4 Million-Changes
made in residential parking ban procedure -(See Release) 

*5. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Snow Operation Reports -(See Advisory) 

*6. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Seng Accepts EPA Grant To Help With 48th &
“O” Redevelopment -(See Release)     

*7. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng & representatives of the
Star City Holiday Festival will discuss this year’s December 3rd parade at a
news conference at 10:00 a.m., 11/17/05 -(See Advisory)  

*8. Washington Report - November 10, 2005. 

         **9.  NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Announces Plans For Star City Holiday
Parade -(See Release)

       **10. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule Week of
November 19 through 25, 2005-Schedule subject to change -(See Advisory)
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       **11. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng, City Parks and Rec
Officials and Nebraska Game and Parks Commission Representative at a
news conference - dedicating playground equipment at Mahoney Park at
9:30 a.m., 11/22/05 - (See Advisory)  

       **12. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Dedicates New Mahoney Park Playground
Area -(See Release) 

       **13. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng will be joined by officials
from the City Public Works & Utilities Dept. at a ribbon-cutting ceremony
at 11:00 a.m., 11/23/05 - will mark the re-opening of 84th Street to through
traffic -(See Advisory)   

       **14. Response Letter from Mayor Coleen Seng to Sue Quambusch, Chair, Parks
& Recreation Advisory Board - RE: Co-location of Facilities with New
Schools -(See Letter)    

       **15. NEWS RELEASE - RE: 84TH Street Is Open - Four-lane arterial street now
connects Hwy 6 & Hwy 2 - (See Release)    

      **16. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Seng’s Thanksgiving Message - (See
Release) 

      **17. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule Week of
November 26 through December 2, 2005-Schedule subject to change -
(See Advisory)   

      **18. Washington Report - November 18, 2005. 
     
II. DIRECTORS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

         **1. Letter from the County Commissioners - RE: The ‘K’ Street Complex -(See
Letter)     

HEALTH 

         **1. Physician Advisory from Bruce Dart - RE: Influenza Update - (See
Advisory) 
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PLANNING 

*1. E-Mail communication from Nebraska Association of Private Resources
sent to Council Office by Jean Walker - RE: Zoning and Fair Housing -
(Council received this E-Mail on 11/14/05)(See E-Mail)

*2. E-Mail from Dan Allison, President, Development Services of Nebraska
Governing Board sent to Council Office by Jean Walker - RE: Reasonable
accommodations for group homes -(See E-Mail)  

         
         **3. Memo from Marvin Krout - RE: Large Retail Buildings and Neighborhood

Centers - (See Memo)

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION .... 

*1. Preliminary Plat No. 05016 - Apple’s Way (South 66th Street and Highway
2) Resolution No. PC-00960.

*2. Special Permit No. 05049 (Southwest of the intersection of South 56th Street
and N Street) Resolution No. PC-00963.

*3. Preliminary Plat No. 05014 - Hamann Meadows (Northwest of South 76th

Street and Pioneers Blvd.) Resolution No. PC-00962. 

*4. Special Permit No. 1583B (South 17th & Garfield Streets - Parking Lot)
Resolution No. PC-00961. 

         **5. Preliminary Plat #05015-Harrison Heights Addition (91st & Leighton
Avenue) Resolution No. PC-00964. 

STARTRAN 

*1. E-Mail Information from Scott Tharnish requested by Council Member Dan
Marvin - RE: StarTran Ridership - (See E-Mail)   
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WOMEN’S COMMISSION 

*1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Women’s Commission Seeks Board Appointments
- Lincoln/Lancaster Women’s Commission has two vacancies on Advisory
Board -(See Release)  

  
III. CITY CLERK 

IV. COUNCIL

 A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 

1. Request to Lynn Johnson, Parks & Recreation Director - RE: Center lanes
being painted on bike trails (RFI#2 - 11/09/05)

PATTE NEWMAN 

1. Request to Marc Wullschleger & Wynn Hjermstad, Urban Development/
Marvin Krout & Ed Zimmer, Planning Department - RE: Triplets-serious
concerns over the future of Whittier School (RFI#37 - 11/23/05)   

V. MISCELLANEOUS -

*1. Faxed MEDIA RELEASE from Lori Seibel, Executive Director,
Community Health Endowment of Lincoln - RE: Medicare Part D Forums -
Additional Medicare Forum Scheduled Due to High Demand -(See Release) 

*2. E-Mail from Curt Thege - RE: Wal-Mart -(See E-Mail) 

*3. E-Mail from Rick Goodman - RE: Prairie Home Development & Wal-Mart
- (See E-Mail) 

*4. E-Mail from Marilyn Tabor - RE: Wal-Mart -(See E-Mail) 
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*5. Letter from Margaret Bartle - RE: Saw the film “Wal-Mart, the High Cost
of Low Price” and my doubts about the value of this business have been
confirmed -(See Letter)  

         **6. E-Mail from Russell Miller - RE: Stormwater planning -Salt Creek levees -
(See E-Mail) 

         **7. Letter from Larry Reznicek - RE: Opposed to Wal-Mart - (See Letter)

         **8. Material from Jane Raybould - RE: Wal-Mart Impact on Health Insurance
and Police Departments (Council copies of Material placed in file folders
on 11/21/05) (See Material)

         **9. Letter & Material from Peter W. Katt, Pierson/Fitchett Law Firm - RE:
Prairie Village North-Annexation Agreement & Change of Zone -Wal-Mart
-(See Material)   

       **10. E-Mail from Wendy Weiss - RE: Wal-Mart in Lincoln -(See E-Mail) 

       **11. E-Mail from Bonnie Filipi - RE: Wal-Mart in Lincoln -(See E-Mail)

       **12. E-Mail from Sue Cover, Havelock Furniture & Tam Spence, Vickeridge -
RE: Wal-Mart - (See E-Mail)  

  

VI.  ADJOURNMENT                 

*HELD OVER FROM NOVEMBER 21, 2005.
ALL HELD OVER UNTIL DECEMBER 5, 2005.  

da112805/tjg
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CITY OF II NCOlN
NEBRA KA

MAYOR COLEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508,441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 17, 2004
FOR MORE INFORMATION.: Deb Johnson, Parade Executive Director, 434-6901

~

Mayor Coleen J. Seng today announced plans for the 21 st annual Star City Holiday Parade. The
parade will include five giant balloons, new floats and parade mascot Major Drummond, with
Santa and Mrs. Claus making their appearance at the end of the parade. The parade - produced
by Updowntowners, Inc. and the City of Lincoln and presented by First National Bank - is set for
11 a.m. Saturday, December 3rd in downtown Lincoln. The parade theme this year is "Unwrap
the Joy."

"The Star City Holiday Parade is one of the traditions that makes Lincoln a special community,"
said Mayor Seng. "This parade takes a great deal of commitment, work and community support,
but seeing the smiles of children makes it all worthwhile. As the largest parade of its kind in a
five-state area, the Lincoln parade has become a regional event that draws tens of thousands of
visitors to the Capital City." Mayor Seng will ride in a horse-drawn carriage wirh three former
Lincoln Mayors.

"We are pleased to be the presenting sponsor once again for this year's Star City Holiday
Parade," said Richard L. Herink, President of First National Bank. "Each year the parade gets
bigger and better. The enjoyment it brings to children and their families makes it ajoy to be
a part of. It helps get the holiday season started in Lincoln in a very special way."

Deb Johnson, Executive Director ofUpdowntowners, Inc., said the parade attracts 85,000 people
to downtown Lincoln.

"While the festival is in its 21 st year, we are pleased to announce that we have many new and
exciting surprises for our community," said Johnson. "The parade will feature new brightly
colored push floats, including Lincoln Federal Savings Bank's giant piggy bank, Star City Sweets
and the Mouse family: Mary, Chris and Eve. We also have several new entries from the
community, including the Mayor's Committee for International Friendship. All of the entries
will help us 'Unwrap the Joy' of the holiday season!"

Other major sponsors include Alltel, Union Bank and Trust, U.S. Cellular and Saint Elizabeth
Regional Medical Center.

- more -



Star City Holiday Parade
November 17, 2005
Page Two

The parade also includes unique vehicles, animal and equestrian units, walking units, costumed
characters and executive clowns. Twenty bands will march through downtown, including the
UNL Cornhusker Marching Band; the 43rd Army Band; bands from all six Lincoln public high
schools, Pius X and Parkview Christian; and bands from Beatrice, Lawrence-Nelson, Alma,
Papillion-LaVista South, Grand Island Central Catholic, Bancroft-Rosalie, Palmyra, Deshler,
Pawnee City and York.

A panel of band professionals will judge the bands in competition. All other judging will be
done by a panel of children ages 8 through 14.

Keep Lincoln & Lancaster County Beautiful is promoting the parade as litter-free event, and
volunteers will be along the parade route to help collect trash and educate the public on the
proper disposal of trash.

While the parade is free to the public, production costs are significant. Parade organizers will
have volunteers collecting donations during the parade and will have a donation bucket at the
infonIlation booth.

The parade will again be televised live statewide by KOLN-KGlN- TV.

The parade Web site at www.starcit includes infonnation on all the events,
plus a parade route map and parking map.

-".0-



Date: November 18, 2005
Contact: Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

Mayor Seng's Public Schedule
Week of November 19 through 25, 2005

Schedule subject to change

Saturday, November 19 .
. National Adoption Day, remarks and proclamation - 9:30 a.m., Hall of Justice lobby, 575

S. 10th St.
. "Great Neighborhoods," remarks and certific~te presentation - 11 :45 a.m., "F" Street Rec

Center, 13th and "F" streets, 2nd floor classroom
. Footprinter Law Enforcement Awards Dinner, remarks, plaque presentations - 6 p.m.,

Knoll's restaurant, 2201 Old Cheney Road

Tuesday, November 22
. KLIN 1400AM "Call-in" show with Dwight Lane - 8:10 a.m., 4343 "D" St.
. News conference - 9:30 a..m., Mahoney Park, 70th and Fremont. Juvenile Justice proclamation signing - 4 p.m., Mayor's Office

Wednesday, November 23
. News conference - 11 a.m., topic and location to be announced



NEWS
CITY 0 F L I N ( 0 LN. AD V ISO R Y

NEBRASKA
MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG 'inco/n.ne.goy

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: November 21,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

Mayor Coleen J. Seng will be joined by City Parks and Rec officials and a
representative from the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission at a news
conference at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, November 22 at Mahoney Park, 70th and
Fremont.

The Mayor and her guests will be dedicating the new playground equipment at the
park.



CITY OF LI NCOlN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 22, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: J.J. Yost, Parks and Recreation, 441-7847

Dave Norris, Citizen fuformation Center, 441-7547

~

Mayor Coleen J. Seng, aiong with officials from Lincoln Parks and Rec and the Nebraska Game
and Parks Commission, today dedicated the new 100 percent handicapped accessible playground
area at Mahoney Park in northeast Lincoln. The new $105,000 playground equipment was
funded equally by a Land and Water Conservation Grant through the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission and Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department keno funds.

"This is the latest effort in our continuing commitment to upgrade playground areas in city
parks," said Mayor Seng. "Weare grateful for the financial support we've received from the
State Game and Parks Commission to assist in this effort to modernize the playgrounds."

Neal Bedlan, Federal Aid Administrator for the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission also
attended today's playground dedication. The acquisition of the 227-acre Mahoney Park in 1970
was also assisted by funds from the Land Water Conservation Fund.

"It is a great privilege and honor to be able to partner with the National Parks Service to provide
financial assistance to this worthy project," Bedlan said. "Over the past 40 years, the City of
Lincoln has received a total of almost 2 million dollars from the Land and Water Conservation
Fund grant program to assist with projects such as the Holmes lake trail, this Mahoney Park
playground enhancement and many other park development projects."

The new playground surface is cushioned with recycled rubber tiles for added safety protection
from potential falls and for full accessibility. The original Mahoney Park playground equipment
was installed in 1971.

"This large playground includes a composite play structure with multiple platforms and
numerous ground-based pieces that provide outdoor recreation opportunities for families with
pre-school and elementary school-aged children," said J.J. Yost, Planning and Construction
Manager for Lincoln Parks and Rec. "We have again upgraded playground facilities at a Lincoln
community park while always focusing first on the safety of our children."

The new playground is larger and designed to be attractive, safe and encouraging to physical
activity. It was relocated in the immediate vicinity of the existing tennis courts, softball fields
and sand volleyball courts.

-more-



Mahoney Playground Dedication
November 22,2004
Page Two

Mayor Seng also invited citizens to join her for music, hot cocoa and holiday festivities at the
"Lighting of the Gardens" event at the Sunken Gardens from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, December 9.
Over 1,000 white luminaries will help light up the terraced walls of Sunken Gardens. The Mayor
will speak and flip-the-switch on the holiday lights at 5:30 p.m. This will be the first time that
holiday lights have been on display in the 75-year history of the Sunken Gardens.

-?o-



MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincaln.ne.gav

.. OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: November 22, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

Mayor Coleen J. Se~g will be joined by officials from the City Public Works and
Utilities Department at a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 11 a.m. Wednesday,
November 23 at the intersection of 84th Street and Foxtail Street (about 1/4
mile south of 84th and Old Cheney at the entrance to Lincoln Christian
School).

The ceremony will mark the re-opening of 84th Street to through traffic.

Media access is available from the south on 84th Street off of Highway 2.
is recommended to the east of 84th Street on Foxtail Street.

Parking

NEBRASKA









CITY OF LI NCOlN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR COLEEN J. SENG linco/n.ne.goy

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 23,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Karl Fredrickson, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7548

Daye Norris, Citizen Infonnation Cen.ter, 441-7547

Mayor ColeenJ. Seng today officially opened the new widened 84th Street with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony near the intersection of 84th .Street and Old Cheney Road. The ceremony marked the
completion of the last major section ofa la-mile project to extend and improve the City's water
delivery system and build a new four-lane north-south arterial street connecting two major
highways in east Lincoln.

The project represents a $40.7 million investment in the Lincoln water and street infrastructure.
The nine-year project was built in three phases. The prime contractors for the project were
Constructors Inc. Dobson Brothers Construction Company, Pavers Inc. and Western Plains
Construction Company. Project Consultants included Olsson Associates, The Schernrner
Associates and Garber & Work. Funding partners included the Federal Highway Administration
and the Nebraska Department of Roads.

"This project was all about Lincoln's future," Mayor Seng said. "When this project began, much
of 84th Street was a rural blacktop road at the edge of the City. Today it is a major urban arterial
street ready to serve the bustling growth occurring all around it. The road and water system
improvements will benefit our City for years to come. It is great to finish this street."

The most time-consuming part of the project was building a new 48-inch underground water
main that extends more than seven miles. The project also required more than 350,000 square
yards of new concrete street paving, the relocation of all major utilities and the installation of 11
sets of new traffic signals.

- more -



84th Street is Open
November 23, 2005
Page Two

Although the street is open to traffic, some work still is being completed: After Thanksgiving,
the private contractor will continue installing sidewalks, landscaping and other miscellaneous
items, which may cause occasional partial lane closures along 84th Street and Old Cheney Road.
The area will be seeded to grass next spring.

With the opening of 84th Street, drivers will be able to travel a convenient arterial street all the
way from Highway 2 to Highway 6 in east Lincoln.

Combining the street construction and water main construction proj ects saved motorists from
additional disruptions that would have resulted from building the projects separately, said City
Public Works and Utilities Director Karl Fredrickson.

"I want to thank our citizens for their patience during this major undertaking," Fredrickson said.
"This project provides much-needed infrastructure improvements to serve our growing
community ."

The 84th Street project also demonstrates the need for the RUTS (Rural to Urban Transition
Streets) proposal, Fredrickson said. "If RUTS had been in place nine years ago, the traffic would
never have been stopped for construction. We could have added lanes and underground
infrastructure without totally closing the road."

The new water line along 84th Street is essential for continued growth in south and east Lincoln,
said Nick McElvain, Lincoln Water System Water Operations Support Manager. "This work
enhances water delivery to the City and provides for continued growth," he said. "The new water
main will improve water pressure to new neighborhoods near 84th Street, enhance water delivery
in new development areas and improve reliability for all our customers."

Mayor Seng said 80th Street between Nob Hill Road and Dougan Drive also opened to through
traffic today.

-10-



CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 23,2004
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzo1as, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

MAYOR SENG'S THANKSGIVING MESSAGE

"The residents of Lincoln have much to be thankful for this on this Thanksgiving Day. Lincoln
is growing. We have at least 1,300 more jobs than a year ago. We have great schools, low crime
and outstanding parks. We just opened 84th Street, and we recently celebrated the reopening of
Holmes Lake. We're moving forward on plans for 48th and "0" streets, a new Harris Overpass
and a potential new arena. Everyday, we are showing that Lincoln is truly the community of
opportunity .

"As we gather with family and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving, I hope you will remember our
brave soldiers who are away from home on this holiday. Remember too the homeless and needy
in our community who need our support.

"As Mayor, I am thankful for the many people in Lincoln who work every day to make this
community a great place to live. Happy Thanksgiving from my family to yours.."

-30-



MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

Date: November 23, 2005
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-783

Mayor Seng's Public Schedule
Week of November 26 through December 2, 2005

Schedule subject to change

Tuesday, November 29
. Human Services Federation Day event, proclamation - 8:30 a.m., CEDARS Northbridge

Community Center, 1533 North 27th Street
. Lincoln Manufacturing Council, remarks - 10:30 a.m., Lincoln Chamber of Commerce,

1135 "M" Street
. KFOR - 12:30 p.m., 3800 Cornhusker Highway

Wednesday, November 30
. Lincoln Police Department recruit graduation - 7 p.m., Holiday Inn Downtown, 141

North'9th Street

Thursday, December 1
. University Place Art Center reception - 7:30 p.m., 2601 North 48th Street

Friday, December 2
. Goodwill store grand opening - 10 a.m., 1731 "0" Street.
. Leadership Lincoln's "Lincoln On Board" unveiling - 11 a.m., Russ's Market, 70th and

VanDorn

CITYOFllNCOlN ADVISORY
NEBRASKA



 

BUDGET 
House overcomes budget reconciliation 
impasse – for now.  After spending the better 
part of two weeks courting the Republican 
moderates they need for final passage, the 
House leadership barely approved budget 
reconciliation legislation (HR 4241) on the 
House floor early this morning.  The bill 
would make $49.5 billion in cuts to the 
growth of mandatory spending programs over 
the next five years.  The measure was 
approved along a strict party line vote, with 
all Democrats and a handful of moderate 
Republicans voting against it.  The Senate 
passed a version of the bill (S 1932) earlier 
this month that would make $35 billion in 
cuts to the growth of mandatory spending 
over five years. 
 
After dispensing with HR 4241, the House is 
expected to turn its attention to the second 
part of the reconciliation process, legislation 
(HR 4297) that would produce $56.6 billion 
in tax cuts over five years, mostly by 
extending tax cuts from 2001 and 2002 that 
are set to expire and providing a one-year fix 
to the alternative minimum tax (AMT) 
problem.  The Senate spent much of this 
week debating its $59.6 billion version of the 
tax bill (S 2020) and appeared poised to pass 
it as this report was being written. 
 
In a concession to moderates, neither bill 
includes extension of lower tax rates on 
capital gains and dividends that are set to 
expire at the end of 2008.  Including those 
would have brought the price tag for the tax 
measure closer to $70 billion over five years.  
Many moderates argued that a $70 billion 
level would have increased the deficit by $20 
billion over five years something they argued 
is unwise in a time of war, natural disaster 
and record deficits. 
 
 

The budget and tax bills will now go to a 
House-Senate Conference Committee, where 
conferees will have to strike a difficult 
balance that meets the demands of the 
moderate House Republicans without 
alienating House conservatives.  In addition, 
they will have to decide whether the final 
package authorizes drilling in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR).  The 
Senate bill includes drilling authorization but 
the House bill does not in an attempt to win 
moderate Republican votes.  Many 
Republican House moderates have said they 
will not vote for a conference report that 
authorizes drilling.  However, an equal 
number of their conservative counterparts 
have indicated they will oppose a conference 
report that does not authorize drilling. 
 
HOUSING AND CD 
FY 2006 HUD budget includes 9 percent cut 
for CDBG.  A House-Senate conference 
committee finalized the FY 2006 
appropriations bill with jurisdiction over the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development this week.  Final passage was 
achieved by the House today and Senate 
approval is expected today or tomorrow. 
 
Funding levels for most major HUD 
programs were generally close to their FY 
2005 levels, with the exception of the 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) program.  Formula grants would be 
funded at $3.748 billion in FY 2006, a 
decrease of $368 million, or about 9 percent, 
from FY 2005 levels.  This is the second 
consecutive year that CDBG formula grants 
have been reduced by Congress.  Other 
funding levels, with comparison to FY 2005 
funding, are as follows: 
 
•  $1.75 billion for HOME (-$39m) 
 
•  $1.34 billion for Homeless grants 
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(+$100m) 
 
•  $20.66 billion for Section 8 renewals 

(+$590m) 
 
•  $2.463 billion for Public Housing 

Capital grants (-$116m) 
 
•  $3.6 billion for Public Housing 

Operating grants (+$1.16b) 
 
•  $289 million for Housing for Persons 

with AIDS (+$8m) 
 
•  $100 million for HOPE VI (-$43m) 
 
•  $742  million for Section 202 elderly 

assistance (+$1m) 
 
•  $239 million for Section 811 disabled 

assistance (+1m) 
 
•  $10 million for Brownfields (-$14m) 
 
EMINENT DOMAIN 
Conference approves curbs on eminent 
domain as part of FY 2006 appropriations 
bill.   The House-Senate conference 
committee on the FY 2006 appropriations 
bill with jurisdiction over the Departments 
of Transportation, Treasury, and Housing 
and Urban Development settled on 
language this week that would prevent 
funds from the bill from being used to 
support economic development projects 
that seek to use eminent domain that would 
primarily benefit private entities. 
 
The action is another in a series of steps 
that Congress has taken to respond to the 
recent Supreme Court decision Kelo v. 
New London, which upheld local 
government ability to use condemnation 
laws for economic development purposes.  
This particular language would only apply 
to FY 2006 funds from the agencies 
included in the bill.  It exempts “public 
use” projects from the prohibitions and 
seeks to define the term to include the 
following projects: 
 
“…mass transit, railroad, seaport or 
highway project as well as utility projects 
which benefit or serve the general public 
( i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y - r e l a t e d , 
communications-related, water-related, and 
wastewater-related infrastructure), or other 
structures designated for use by the general 
public or which have other common-carrier 
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or public-utility functions that serve the 
general public and are subject to 
regulation and oversight by the 
government, and projects for the 
removal of an immediate threat to public 
health and safety or brownfields…” 
 
The legislation also includes language 
requiring the General Accountability 
Office to conduct a study on the 
nationwide use of eminent domain, 
including procedures used and the results 
accomplished on a state-by-state basis, 
as well as the impact on individual 
property owners and affected 
communities.  Local government 
organizations, which were active in 
negotiations over the language, hope 
progress will slow on more 
comprehensive eminent domain 
legislation until the results of the study 
are released.  GAO must submit the 
study to Congress within 12 months of 
the enactment of the bill. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
House and Senate conferees reach 
agreement on the FY 2006 
Transportation Appropriations bill.  
Conferees wrapped up negotiations and 
filed a conference report early Friday 
morning that would fund highway and 
transit programs at the levels authorized 
in the recently approved surface 
transportation reauthorization bill 
(SAFETEA-LU). 
 
Those levels include $36.8 billion for the 
federal highway program and about $8.6 
billion for transit programs, increases of 
$2.4 billion and $1 billion, respectively.  
In addition, the bill provides $1.3 billion 
for Amtrak, an increase of $100 million 
over current levels, and $3.4 billion for 
the Airport Improvement Program at the 
Federal Aviation Administration, a 
decrease of $72 million from FY 2005. 
 
Negotiators late in the process 
reclassified about $450 million from the 
SAFETEA-LU bill that would have 
funded construction of two Alaska 
bridges, including the contentious 
project dubbed the “bridge to nowhere.”  
Feeling the heat of bad publicity and 
pressure from conservatives, bill 
sponsors assigned the funds to Alaska’s 
general pool for transportation projects, 
so the funds stay in the state, but are not 

specifically allotted to the bridges, 
although, state officials, of course, could 
choose to do so. 
 
The House approved the FY 2006 
Department  of Transportat ion 
appropriations bill today, and the Senate 
could follow suit today or possibly 
tomorrow, clearing it for the President’s 
signature. 
 
Senate panel approves transit security 
grants.  In a related item, the Senate 
Banking Committee approved legislation 
this week that would authorize $3.5 
billion in grants over the next three years 
to public transit agencies for security 
improvements.  Bill sponsors pointed out 
that since the September 11 attacks, 
funding for aviation security has far 
outpaced transit security funding; and in 
FY 2006, transit security has received 
$150 million while aviation security 
programs total more than $4.6 billion. 
 
The Banking Committee bill would 
authorize $2.4 billion from FY 2007 for 
communications and security equipment, 
as well as $534 million for training, 
public awareness campaigns, and 
security procedures, and $130 million 
for research and development.  While the 
Banking Committee measure was 
approved easily, the idea of increased 
transit security has been met with 
resistance to date.  The House has not 
considered any similar legislation, and 
attempts earlier this year on the Senate 
floor to increase transit security in FY 
2006 were defeated on procedural 
points. 
 
HUMAN SERVICES 
House turns back Labor-HHS-Education 
conference report.  In a rare setback that 
took the leadership by surprise, the 
House defeated the conference report for 
the FY 2006 appropriations bill for the 
Department of Labor, Health and Human 
Services (HHS) and Education (HR 
3010).   Twenty-two Republicans joined 
all Democrats to reject the bill by a vote 
of 209-224.  The vote came despite the 
leadership holding the vote open for 
close to an hour as they attempted to 
twist arms. 
 
The Labor-HHS-Education measure is 
the largest of the non-defense annual 



 

appropriations bill and is also usually the 
most  controvers ia l  because of 
disagreements over cultural issues such as 
abortion and over-spending on health, 
welfare and education programs.  The 
conference report for the bill would have 
cut total funding for programs under its 
jurisdiction by $16.3 billion from FY 2005.  
In addition, it did not include any earmarks 
for specific member projects and did not 
include emergency funding for additional 
home heating assistance that was requested 
by Northeast and Midwest members. 
 
In the face of the defeat, the House 
leadership says that they will try to fund 
programs covered by the bill in a year-long 
continuing resolution that cuts funding by 
$1.4 billion from FY 2005 levels.  The 
defeated appropriations bill was $163 
million less than FY 2005, so this route 
would result in substantial cuts. 
 
It is not clear at this time how that move 
would specifically affect programs of 
interest to local governments.  They may 
also attach the rejected conference report 
to the Defense Appropriations conference 
report, which will probably be the last 
appropriations bill finalized.  That would 
put members opposed to the Labor-HHS-
Education measure in the position of 
having to vote against funding for the 
military in a time of war. 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY 
Conferees drop proposal to rewrite first 
responder grant distribution formula as 
time runs out.   Efforts to include changes 
to the formulas used to distribute federal 
Homeland Security funds through the 
pending Patriot Act reauthorization bill 
(HR 3199) were dropped this week, as 
negotiators were unable to come to closure 
on the issue. 
 
One of the proposals being discussed was 
to include language similar to that included 
in HR 1554, which passed the House in 
May and would allow more funds to be 
distributed based upon risk, decreasing the 
state minimum to 0.25 percent, the 
distributing the remaining funds according 
to threat.  Meanwhile, Senator Susan 
Collins (R-ME), has been urging support 
for her alternative distribution formula (S 
21), that would have given each state a 
minimum of 0.55 percent of total funding, 
with more populous states being eligible to 
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receive up to 3 percent of the funding 
according to a sliding scale.  Remaining 
funds would have been distributed 
according to risk.  Language regarding 
the operation and eligibility for the 
Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI) 
was also stalling negotiations. 
 
See July 15 Washington Report for 
details. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
Department of Justice:  The Office of 
Violence Against Women is accepting 
applications for the FY 2006 Grants to 
Encourage Arrest Policies and 
Enforcement of Protection Orders.  The 
program seeks to prioritize victims’ 
safety throughout the entire process of 
holding offenders accountable.  Grants 
support community efforts to establish 
Coordinated Community Response in 
the treatment of domestic violence as a 
serious criminal act.  The maximum 
award is $400,000 over a twenty-four 
month project period.  Letters of intent 
are due by December 7, 2005 followed 
by the application deadline January 11, 
2006.  The RFP can be viewed at: 
http://www.usdoj.gov/ovw/fy06arrestsoli
citationpostingversion.pdf.  
 
  







November 22, 2005 
 
To: All Physicians, Administrators and Laboratory Personnel 
 
From: Bruce Dart, MS, Health Director 
 
 Subject: Physician Advisory 
  

INFLUENZA UPDATE 
 
At this time, Flu activity in the United States, Nebraska and locally is at a low 
level. Only one lab confirmed case of Influenza has been reported in 
Nebraska at this time.  Weekly Flu-Like illness surveillance is carried out by 
the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.  Surveillance includes 24 
local health-care provider practices, local laboratories, schools and nursing 
homes. 
As in past years, Flu vaccine distribution continued to be a problem.  Many 
providers have only recently begun to receive their vaccine.  Both Chiron 
(Fluvirin) and Sanofi-Pasteur (Fluzone) are continuing to ship vaccine 
supplies and will be doing so into December.  The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) Director, Dr. Julie Gerberding, on November 
10th  stated,  “…….so far at least 71 million doses of influenza vaccine have 
been distributed. We expect by the end of November we will have distributed 
more than 81 million doses of vaccine. That is close to the highest amount of 
vaccine we've ever had available, and depending on the supplies that emerge 
in December toward the end of the manufacturing cycle, we might actually 
end up with the most ever influenza vaccine for the country.” 

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department anticipates that sometime 
the week of November 28th the department will have depleted it’s supply of 
flu vaccine.  The Department will have administered over 7,000 doses of flu 
vaccine. A news release will be sent out to notify the public when vaccine is 
no longer available at the Department.  Our Flu hotline (441-0358) will 
continue to provide the public with information about flu shot availability in 
the community, including the public clinics on December 6th at five local 
HyVee stores from 4:00 p.m to 7:00 p.m.  With the present level of flu 
activity being low, those wanting to obtain a flu shot still have time to locate 
and obtain their shot.  December is not too late to get a Flu shot. 

Flumist (Influenza Virus Vaccine Live, Intranasal) can still be ordered.  
Flumist is for use in healthy children and adolescents, 5 to 17 years of age, 
and healthy adults, 18 to 49 years of age.  For more information on ordering 
Flumist is available at http://www.flumist.com/professional/ordering/ 

 
 PC  Mayor Coleen J. Seng 
             Board of Health 
             Steven Rademacher, MD, Medical Consultant 
             Thomas Stalder, MD,  Medical Consultant 
             James Nora, MD, Medical Consultant    
             Joan Anderson, Executive Director, Lancaster County Medical Society 



















Russell Miller 
<neb31340@alltel.net> 

11/17/2005 11:02 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc mayor@lincoln.ne.gov, glenn@lpsnrd.org, 
kfredrickson@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject stormwater planning

From:  Russell Miller                                                       12 Nov. 2005        sent 17 Nov. 2005
             341 S. 52
              Lincoln, Nebraska 68510

To: Lincoln City Council Members,

Subject:  Salt Creek levees

Dear Council Members.

After reading the early November Lincoln Journal-Star op-ed piece by Karl Fredrickson (director of the Lincoln Public Works) and 
Glenn Johnson (director of the Lower Platte South NRD) I think this letter should be titled “IS THE GLASS HALF FULL OR HALF 
EMPTY?”.

Their article makes very valid points about the significant things that have been accomplished the last few years and I am happy to 
say that Lincoln will be the better because of it.

HOWEVER my experience with stormwater and flood related issues is that the real problem is in knowing what questions need to be 
asked.

QUESTION 1 : What size  of a rain will it take to overtop Salt Creek levees?  
 A major portion of Lincoln’s commercial and industrial area is protected by Salt Creek levees.  The tendency is to talk about the 100 
year rain but Lincoln’s reality is that the 50-60 year rain will overtop the levee.

QUESTION 2 : What happens to the levee if it is overtopped?  What can we learn from New Orleans levee failures? 
 New Orleans has over 300 miles of levees with many failures.  Most of the publicity is being derived from their poor planning and 
construction (maybe corruption).  However their Industrial Canal failed because it was overtopped and the rushing water scoured soil 
on the levee’s backside away from the levee which resulted in the levee’s concrete wall losing its support and allowing it to shift. (I 
have many articles from the New Orleans Times-Picayune , www.nola.com. It is over 100 pages and still growing but if anyone would 
like a pdf file I can provide a copy.)  

QUESTION 3 : How stable is Lincoln’s levee soil? 
 My understanding is the levee was built by dredging soil from Salt Creek.  New Orleans levees were built by using a similar 
technique plus they used concrete or steel pilings.  Their soil was not capable of withstanding Katrina’s forces and it shifted.  Lincoln’
s building code requires that any fill material be a certain type of clay because of its stability features.  The Salt Creek levees are not 
made of clay but will their building material be stable enough the withstand the water forces from a 60 to 100 year rain event?

Thank you,
Russell Miller
member of Mayor’s Floodplain Task Force & Stevens Creek Watershed Study

Local View: City, NRD addressing flood risks , water quality
BY KARL FREDRICKSON and GLENN JOHNSON
Recent hurricanes have provided dramatic examples of the suffering and damage created by floodwaters.

As we count our blessings, two questions surface: Could flooding cause the same kind of loss here? 
Could these disasters have been prevented?

Because Lincoln was built in a valley, our community has seen significant flooding in the past. The most 
recent was June 2003 from Antelope Creek near 21st and N streets.

The continuing flood threat was the impetus for the Antelope Valley Project. In a 100-year storm, more 



than 1,300 structures and 600 acres of land would be flooded up to six feet deep and a half-mile wide

along Antelope Creek. Damage would be in the millions. 
 
Significant flooding has hit close to home this year. In May, Grand Island received more than nine inches 
of rain in about 12 hours. This is significantly larger than a 100-year storm event, predicted to be 5.5 
inches in 12 hours. As reported by the Journal Star, damage from this flooding was estimated at $12 
million to $15 million in Hall County.

This week, some Massachusetts residents were evacuated amid fears of a dam break. Southern 
California storms triggered mudslides and closed roadways. Two days of rain left Las Vegas with 
swamped roadways and power outages. Earlier this month, parts of northeast Kansas saw up to a foot of 
rain and flash flooding, while hundreds of people were forced to evacuate and several people died after 
heavy rains caused flooding in New Hampshire, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. North Dakota and other 
Midwestern states also saw flooding in June.

While natural disasters can never be entirely prevented, people and property can be protected through 
good planning and watershed management.

In the case of Hurricane Katrina, experts say the lack of levee maintenance, the loss of delta wetlands 
and barrier islands along the coast and the channelization of the river worsened the flooding.

Fortunately, we are now taking proactive steps to make communities safer and protect our water 
resources. Antelope Valley, a joint project of the city, the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District 
and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, is just one example.

The city, the NRD and the NRD’s predecessor have partnered to address stormwater issues since the 
early 1960s. This partnership has made great strides in improving water quality, managing stormwater 
and reducing flood hazards. Together, the two agencies take a comprehensive approach to maintain the 
drainage system in Lincoln and its future growth areas:

n Watershed master plans are being developed to accurately identify flood hazards, outline capital 
projects and provide guidance for sustainable future development.

n To protect developed areas, easements and land are purchased to preserve key floodplain storage 
areas along stream channels. These areas convey and store flood water, filter pollutants and protect the 
biological health of the stream.

n The Lincoln-Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan includes a strategy to designate and encourage 
future urban development outside of the floodplain. The city recently adopted flood standards to ensure 
that any future development within the floodplain does not adversely impact the flood hazards for other 
properties.

n The city and the NRD cooperate on education programs, water quality monitoring and enforcement of 
adopted standards to protect water quality and prevent flood hazards from increasing. This includes a 
program to prevent erosion from construction sites and keep mud out of the city’s streets, streams and 
lakes.

n The city and NRD work together to stabilize degrading streams, which can send tons of sediment 
downstream and threaten public and private infrastructure such as streets, bridges and buildings.

n Flood detention facilities and other projects help to reduce flood hazards to protect existing homes and 
businesses.

n Wetlands are being built to slow down stormwater runoff and filter pollutants such as oil, chemicals and 
sediment that would otherwise degrade our streams and lakes.



n The city devotes significant resources to improving the storm drain system in our existing 
neighborhoods by replacing failing systems and increasing the capacity of older systems to minimize local 
flooding.

n The city manages 21 program activities mandated by a stormwater permit from the state to meet the 
requirements of the Clean Water Act.

n The NRD maintains the levee system along Salt Creek to help protect the older areas of Lincoln. The 
NRD is now building10 dams in the Stevens Creek watershed to reduce flood damage to existing 
infrastructure from frequent storms.

n The city and NRD are updating several floodplain maps to more accurately reflect current conditions.

While we can’t eliminate the flooding threat, the city and NRD work every day to reduce the risk, inform 
the public and prepare for a quick response to emergencies. By improving stormwater quality, we improve 
our quality of life. With the support of the community, Lincoln will be a safer and better place to live, work 
and raise families.

Karl Fredrickson is director of the Lincoln Public Works and Utilities Department. Glenn Johnson is 
director of the Lower Platte South Natural Resource

District. 







































































Tammy J Grammer/Notes

11/23/2005 09:11 AM

To Wendy Ruth Weiss <wweiss@unlnotes.unl.edu>

cc

bcc

Subject Re: Walmart in Lincoln

Dear Wendy Weiss:  Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the 
Council Members.  Thank you for your input on this issue.  

Tammy J. Grammer
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE  68508
Phone:  402-441-6867
Fax:        402-441-6533
e-mail:   tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov
   

Wendy Ruth Weiss <wweiss@unlnotes.unl.edu>

Wendy Ruth Weiss 
<wweiss@unlnotes.unl.edu> 

11/23/2005 08:56 AM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

Subject Walmart in Lincoln

Dear Council Members,
As we endeavor to retain our bright, young students from the University of
Nebraska in the state after graduation, to encourage them to contribute
economically to their home communities, including Lincoln, we must make
responsible decisions that allow them to compete in the marketplace.

Please vote no on the pending vote on a third Walmart in Lincoln.

Wendy Weiss, MFA
Professor Textiles, Clothing and Design Dept.
Director Robert Hillestad Textiles Gallery
College of Education and Human Sciences
University of Nebraska
Lincoln, NE 68583-0802
phone: 402-472-6370
fax: 402-472-0640



DO NOT REPLY to this - 
InterLinc 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

11/23/2005 11:08 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Bonnie Filipi
Address:  5440 Cleveland Avenue #6
City:     Lincoln, NE 68504

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

Comment or Question:
I am voicing my concerns over the annexation and zoning
that would allow a Wal-Mart Supercenter on North 84th
Street. Please consider carefully the consequences of
allowing annexation and zoning accommodate Wal-Mart.
I have been a Northeast Lincoln resident for over 20 years
and have family, friends and neighbors who will be placed
in harms way when they travel a busier 84th Street. Please
consider those families who will be neighorbors to this
Wal-Mart store. Will Wal-Mart be a good neighbor as well
as a good corporate citizen of Lincoln Nebraska? The three
individuals who recently caused over $100,000 in vandalism
to vehicles and businesses SHOPLIFTED their weapons from
both of Lincoln's Wal-Mart stores. A yes vote for allowing
this retailer to build will be putting the entire Northeast
quadrant of Lincoln Nebraska at risk. Not only will the
neighborhood be affected by this superstore, but other
businesses will probably close as a result of a yes vote to
this venture. Are you willing to allow entrepreneuers (who
are also taxpayers) in this city be forced out by this
entity. Please CAREFULLY consider what you are doing by
voting to allow another Wal-Mart to be located in Lincoln
Nebraska.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely
Bonnie Filipi



Tammy J Grammer/Notes

11/23/2005 02:14 PM

To <havelockfurniture@alltel.net>

cc scover1@neb.rr.com

bcc

Subject Re: Walmart

Dear Sue Cover & Tam Spence:  Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be 
forwarded to the Council Members.  Thank you for your input on this issue.

Tammy J. Grammer
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
Phone:  402-441-6867
Fax:        402-441-6533
e-mail:   tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov  

 
<havelockfurniture@alltel.net>

<havelockfurniture@alltel.net
> 

11/23/2005 02:09 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>, <scover1@neb.rr.com>

cc

Subject Walmart

We received the letter from Robin Eschliman and appreciate her input.

We agree that the employees of Walmart are much better off than before they 
had jobs but that is not our main concern.

We also agree that there is a need for a grocery store in the area.  That need 
has grown in the last two years, before that, Russ's at 66th & O, 63rd 
Havelock, and the HyVee at 70th & O were more than ample.  There would 
probably already be a grocery store on North 84th if Walmart had not stepped 
in.

One of our main concerns is traffic, if we have Walmart along with the other 
retail or businesses that go in the "Neighborhood Center" at 84th and Adams, 
the Church traffic and the Event Center traffic (keeping in mind the Event 
Center is expanding) as well as traffic coming in off the Interstate and Hwy 6 
at rush hours, plus neighborhood traffic, what effect is that going to have 
not only on 84th Street but also on Havelock Ave., Adams, Holdrege, and 
Leighton Streets?  The comprehensive plan  did not call for widening of any of 
these streets.

Law enforcement is another concern, when we try to get extra police presence 
in the area Captain Srb says they are too short handed, and cannot afford to 
hire more help.

We feel a compromise would be to downsize the square footage as proposed by a 
member of the planning commission.  As the proposed new Walmart is larger than 
the one at North 27th, and Walmart does not fit the criteria for a 



"Neighborhood Center" anyway.

Also we certainly would not want rents raised 50% in our area, as the economy 
is struggling and so are our merchants, any increases in rents and loss of 
customers would push them to close.

Lincoln is not ready to support a third Walmart, especially with the way the 
economy is.  With your experience as a Broker we are sure you realize that no 
matter what the media says the economy is bad all over the Country.

Thank You for your time and consideration.

Sue Cover-Havelock Furniture

Tam Spence-Vickeridge


















































